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Ahortion: The Deyelopment of the Roman Catholic PerspectiYe
John Connery, S.J. Loyola University Press, Chicago, 1977. 336 pp. , $7. 95. As the abortion debate matures and involves more segments of the society, a growing library of sophisticated and in·depth studies is being published for special purposes. This book will be of invaluable use to those in the Pro·Life Movement who have made clerical motivation their sp ec ial cause. Father Connery, with admirable scholarship, h as traced the continuous thread of opposition to abortion back t hrough centuries of Christian trad ition. Those churchmen who h ave opted out of the anti-abortion battle because of a conviction that there was scant scriptural comment on abortion will find no comfort in Father Connery's formidabl e recruitment of evidence to show that Christian concern for the sanct ity of life has always embraced unborn life. The reaction of the early Church to the practice of abortion, is shown to have been unequivocal. In one of the earliest of Christian documents, the" Didache," which dates from apostolic times, is found th e categorical statement,"You shall not kill the fetus by abortion nor the child after birth by infanticide. " This statement is found in that part of th e "Didache" which was also use d by the Jews in proselyti zing the pagans. The condemnation, therefore, is derived from a truly Judeo -C hristian perspective of great antiquity .
Much is made in the current abortion debate about the uncertain status of the unborn child. It is certa inly the keysto ne of the strategy of the pro-abortion lobby to deny humanhood to the fetus. Th e alleged uncertainty of the point when life begins, however, is e ntirely contrived for political purposes. The biological evidenc e for the beginning of human Ii fe at fertilization is as well established as any scientific evidence can be and enjoys almost universal acceptance in the genetic and obstetrical literature . It is incumbent on science to decide when life begins so that the theologians may then proceed to tell us how to val ue and protect life at the various stages of its continuum. The author points out how the Church has been influenced down through the centuries by the limi tations of an unc ertai n biology. It was Aristotelian biology which led to the preocc upation with t h e physical formation of the fetus as a criterion for the infusion of the soul. The invention of t he microscope obviously h ad a sweep ing effect on cellular biology as have numerous other scientific advancements up to and includ ing th e discovery of the molecul ar structure of DNA. Surprisingly , as this book elucidates, the Church has never attempted to define the specific time of animation in light of new scientific breakthrough s. What is conspicuous in t h e historical insights developed by Father Connery , is an uncompromis ing Catholic defense of unborn life however it was perceive d by the science of ancient , medieval and modern t imes.
Those who have chided the Churc h for its "disproportionate emphasis on the abortion issue" must concede after reading this book, that Vatican II , when it spoke of abortion as "an unspeakable crim e" was on ly echoi ng a constant and consistent Roman Catholic position. Those pastors a nd curates who lead their congregation s in the implementation of the bishops' pastoral plan for pro-life activities will be following in a pathway prepared for them by the earliest Fathers of the Church.
